Week #2: God FOR David

Lessons From the Life of David

e God was for David when others

Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The Lord has not
chosen these.” So he asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?”

“There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered. “He is tending the sheep.”

1 Samuel 16:10-11 (NIV)

Saul replied, “You are not able to go out against this Philistine and fight him; you are only a
young man, and he has been a warrior from his youth.”
1 Samuel 17:33 (NIV)

“..The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance,
but the Lord looks at the heart.”
1 Samuel 16:7 (NIV)

e God was for David even through

So the Lord sent Nathan the prophet to tell David this story: “There were two men in a certain
town. One was rich, and one was poor. The rich man owned a great many sheep and cattle.
The poor man owned nothing but one little lamb he had bought. He raised that little lamb, and it
grew up with his children. It ate from the man’s own plate and drank from his cup. He cuddled it
in his arms like a baby daughter. One day a guest arrived at the home of the rich man. But
instead of killing an animal from his own flock or herd, he took the poor man’s lamb and killed it
and prepared it for his guest.”



David was furious. “As surely as the Lord lives,” he vowed, “any man who would do such a thing
deserves to die! He must repay four lambs to the poor man for the one he stole and for having
no pity.”

Then Nathan said to David, “You are that man!” ...

Then David confessed to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.” ...
2 Samuel 12:1-7, 13 (NLT)

Have mercy on me, O God,
because of your unfailing love.
Because of your great compassion,

blot out the stain of my sins.
Wash me clean from my guilt.
Purify me from my sin.
For | recognize my rebellion;
it haunts me day and night.

Create in me a clean heart, O God.
Renew a loyal spirit within me.
Do not banish me from your presence,
and don'’t take your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and make me willing to obey you.
Psalm 51:1-3, 10-12 (NLT)

e God was for David; David was

Then the king instructed Zadok to take the Ark of God back into the city. “If the Lord sees fit,”
David said, “he will bring me back to see the Ark and the Tabernacle again. But if he is through
with me, then let him do what seems best to him.”

2 Samuel 15:25-26 (NIV)

Lord, how many are my foes!
How many rise up against me!
Many are saying of me,
“God will not deliver him.”

But you, Lord, are a shield around me,
my glory, the One who lifts my head high.
Psalm 3:1-3 (NIV)



“..David had served God'’s purpose in his own generation,” ...
Acts 13:36 (NIV)

Discussion Questions

1. Share an experience when you have felt unqualified for a task or job. In what ways did you
nevertheless experience God being for you?

2. King David is considered as "a man after God's own heart", and yet he was also a flawed
human. What resonates with you in David's struggle with sin?

3. Read Psalm 51 and reflect on your most important relationships. What invitation, if any, do
you sense from God concerning these relationships?

Recommended Resources
e The Good and Beautiful God, by James Bryan Smith
God Is With You Every Day: 365-Day Devotional, by Max Lucado
The Walk of Repentance, by Steve Gallagher
The Bondage Breaker, by Neil T. Anderson
Repentance, by J. C. Ryle

(NIV) New International Version (NLT) New Living Translation



Week #2: God FOR David - FILL

Lessons From the Life of David

e God was for David when others were not.

Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The Lord has not
chosen these.” So he asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?”

“There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered. “He is tending the sheep.”

1 Samuel 16:10-11 (NIV)

Saul replied, “You are not able to go out against this Philistine and fight him; you are only a
young man, and he has been a warrior from his youth.”
1 Samuel 17:33 (NIV)

“..The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance,
but the Lord looks at the heart.”
1 Samuel 16:7 (NIV)

e God was for David even through his sin.

So the Lord sent Nathan the prophet to tell David this story: “There were two men in a certain
town. One was rich, and one was poor. The rich man owned a great many sheep and cattle.
The poor man owned nothing but one little lamb he had bought. He raised that little lamb, and it
grew up with his children. It ate from the man’s own plate and drank from his cup. He cuddled it
in his arms like a baby daughter. One day a guest arrived at the home of the rich man. But
instead of killing an animal from his own flock or herd, he took the poor man’s lamb and killed it
and prepared it for his guest.”

David was furious. “As surely as the Lord lives,” he vowed, “any man who would do such a thing
deserves to die! He must repay four lambs to the poor man for the one he stole and for having
no pity.”

Then Nathan said to David, “You are that man!” ...

Then David confessed to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.” ...
2 Samuel 12:1-7, 13 (NLT)



Have mercy on me, O God,
because of your unfailing love.
Because of your great compassion,

blot out the stain of my sins.
Wash me clean from my guilt.
Purify me from my sin.
For | recognize my rebellion;
it haunts me day and night.

Create in me a clean heart, O God.
Renew a loyal spirit within me.
Do not banish me from your presence,
and don'’t take your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and make me willing to obey you.
Psalm 51:1-3, 10-12 (NLT)

e God was for David; David was for God.

Then the king instructed Zadok to take the Ark of God back into the city. “If the Lord sees fit,”
David said, “he will bring me back to see the Ark and the Tabernacle again. But if he is through
with me, then let him do what seems best to him.”

2 Samuel 15:25-26 (NIV)

Lord, how many are my foes!
How many rise up against me!
Many are saying of me,
“God will not deliver him.”

But you, Lord, are a shield around me,
my glory, the One who lifts my head high.
Psalm 3:1-3 (NIV)

“..David had served God'’s purpose in his own generation,” ...
Acts 13:36 (NIV)

Discussion Questions
1. Share an experience when you have felt unqualified for a task or job. In what ways did you
nevertheless experience God being for you?



2. King David is considered as "a man after God's own heart", and yet he was also a flawed
human. What resonates with you in David's struggle with sin?

3. Read Psalm 51 and reflect on your most important relationships. What invitation, if any, do
you sense from God concerning these relationships?

Recommended Resources

The Good and Beautiful God, by James Bryan Smith

God Is With You Every Day: 365-Day Devotional, by Max Lucado
The Walk of Repentance, by Steve Gallagher

The Bondage Breaker, by Neil T. Anderson

Repentance, by J. C. Ryle

(NIV) New International Version (NLT) New Living Translation



