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Week #7: How the Story Ends

When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if Joseph holds a
grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to him?” '® So they sent word to
Joseph, saying, “Your father left these instructions before he died: ' ‘This is what you are to say
to Joseph: | ask you to forgive your brothers the sins and the wrongs they committed in treating
you so badly.” Now please forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your father.” When their
message came to him, Joseph wept.

'8 His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. “We are your slaves,” they
said.

9 But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am | in the place of God? % You intended to harm
me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many
lives. 2! So then, don’t be afraid. | will provide for you and your children.” And he reassured them
and spoke kindly to them.

22 Joseph stayed in Egypt, along with all his father’s family. He lived a hundred and ten years %
and saw the third generation of Ephraim’s children. Also the children of Makir son of Manasseh
were placed at birth on Joseph’s knees.

24 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “I am about to die. But God will surely come to your aid and
take you up out of this land to the land he promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.”

%5 And Joseph made the Israelites swear an oath and said, “God will surely come to your aid,
and then you must carry my bones up from this place.”

26 So Joseph died at the age of a hundred and ten. And after they embalmed him, he was placed
in a coffin in Egypt.

Genesis 50:15-26 (NIV)



Lessons From The End:

e Undealt with distorts . (v. 15-18)

e Joseph’s secret sauce of success: (vv. 19-21)

1. Believe God is in .(v. 19)
2. Trust God uses bad to bring about good . (v. 20)
3. Live like God uses to help other . (v. 21)

e Finish , while holding onto the of God. (vv. 22-26)

Discussion questions:

1. What unresolved guilt, shame, or fear are you carrying that is distorting the way you see
God, others, or yourself? What might it look like to bring that honestly before God?

2. Where are you tempted to play God’s role, through resentment, control, anxiety, or the
desire to make someone “pay” for what they’ve done? How can you entrust justice to
God?

3. Where do you recognize God’s redemptive work in your life, even if the pain has not
completely disappeared? How might your story become a source of hope for someone
else?

Recommended resources:

Choose Joy: Because Happiness Isn’'t Enough, by Kay Warren

Walking With God Through Pain and Suffering, by Timothy Keller

Even If: Trusting God When Life Disappoints, Overwhelms. or Just Doesn't Make Sense,
by Mitchel Lee

(NIV) New International Version


https://www.amazon.com/Choose-Joy-Because-Happiness-Enough/dp/0800738268/ref=pd_sbs_d_sccl_1_1/139-1024328-5566939?pd_rd_w=aOXdE&content-id=amzn1.sym.aa738fbd-ad05-4d11-aae2-04b598db6305&pf_rd_p=aa738fbd-ad05-4d11-aae2-04b598db6305&pf_rd_r=99CMJ65M6G0KWZPMG1GK&pd_rd_wg=bLWfc&pd_rd_r=f0ee50fa-3efa-4319-bf63-122db2f9d321&pd_rd_i=0800738268&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Walking-God-through-Pain-Suffering/dp/1594634408/ref=sr_1_1?crid=308CA90PA1P88&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.aLIVgi4zpN39TIIjHZtMHlHJWcRfY89pzIF7JbWU4rLgZU1HEkq6MnDx64_7KSTacz-ySECyKPDai0y2hhYul2YPHFrBV4AA8VkuIT-MGZQyJYLQJ4CmHV3i6SA9TvpbpelDWWdJ4392SaPDOAIN9N-hiS04Jcs57SmuCtSS6lYUTN69gJCPvZ9Al9304xiU1fGdG_hNJSgwIZlefflgnF6Qq6WOc_91wnO2foh4cg4.QtUQLU8va7W62NM7qzvMwn_xQkPjGXrmeD5bCi3TzzE&dib_tag=se&keywords=Walking+with+God+Through+Pain+and+Suffering&qid=1785341081&s=books&sprefix=walking+with+god+through+pain+and+suffering%2Cstripbooks%2C183&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Even-If-Trusting-Disappoints-Overwhelms-ebook/dp/B08NT42LCY/?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_w=aJWEg&content-id=amzn1.sym.f8e88413-4697-42ea-9bf7-b28eb886330d&pf_rd_p=f8e88413-4697-42ea-9bf7-b28eb886330d&pf_rd_r=139-1024328-5566939&pd_rd_wg=u2nNj&pd_rd_r=53f30f06-a44a-4426-baca-d04c5e40bc29
https://www.amazon.com/Even-If-Trusting-Disappoints-Overwhelms-ebook/dp/B08NT42LCY/?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_w=aJWEg&content-id=amzn1.sym.f8e88413-4697-42ea-9bf7-b28eb886330d&pf_rd_p=f8e88413-4697-42ea-9bf7-b28eb886330d&pf_rd_r=139-1024328-5566939&pd_rd_wg=u2nNj&pd_rd_r=53f30f06-a44a-4426-baca-d04c5e40bc29
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Week #7: How the Story Ends

When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if Joseph holds a
grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to him?” '® So they sent word to
Joseph, saying, “Your father left these instructions before he died: 7 ‘This is what you are to say
to Joseph: | ask you to forgive your brothers the sins and the wrongs they committed in treating
you so badly.” Now please forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your father.” When their
message came to him, Joseph wept.

8 His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. “We are your slaves,” they
said.

% But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am | in the place of God? % You intended to harm
me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many
lives. #' So then, don’t be afraid. | will provide for you and your children.” And he reassured them
and spoke kindly to them.

2 Joseph stayed in Egypt, along with all his father’s family. He lived a hundred and ten years %
and saw the third generation of Ephraim’s children. Also the children of Makir son of Manasseh
were placed at birth on Joseph’s knees.

24 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “I am about to die. But God will surely come to your aid and
take you up out of this land to the land he promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.”

% And Joseph made the Israelites swear an oath and said, “God will surely come to your aid,
and then you must carry my bones up from this place.”

26 So Joseph died at the age of a hundred and ten. And after they embalmed him, he was placed
in a coffin in Eqypt.

Genesis 50:15-26 (NIV)



Lessons From The End:

e Undealt with guilt distorts reality. (vv. 15-18)

e Joseph’s secret sauce of success: (vv. 19-21)

1. Believe God is in charge. (v. 19)

2. Trust God uses bad events to bring about good results. (v. 20)

3. Live like God uses people to help other people. (v. 21)

e Finish well, while holding onto the promises of God. (vv. 22—-26)

Discussion questions:

1. What unresolved guilt, shame, or fear are you carrying that is distorting the way you see
God, others, or yourself? What might it look like to bring that honestly before God?

2. Where are you tempted to play God’s role, through resentment, control, anxiety, or the
desire to make someone “pay” for what they’ve done? How can you entrust justice to
God?

3. Where do you recognize God’s redemptive work in your life, even if the pain has not
completely disappeared? How might your story become a source of hope for someone
else?

Recommended resources:

Choose Joy: Because Happiness Isn’'t Enough, by Kay Warren

Walking With God Through Pain and Suffering, by Timothy Keller

Even If: Trusting God When Life Disappoints, Overwhelms. or Just Doesn't Make Sense,
by Mitchel Lee

(NIV) New International Version
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