
 
 
Week #2: Made for Good Plans 
 
Series Theme Verse: 
 
It’s in Christ that we find out who we are and what we are living for. 

Ephesians 1:11 (MSG) 
 
 
As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to live when you 
followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at 
work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the 
cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature 
deserving of wrath. 
  
4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even 
when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 6 And God raised us 
up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in 
the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness 
to us in Christ Jesus.  
 
8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the 
gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in 
Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

Ephesians 2:1-10 (NIV) 
 
 
 

●​ Sin is working ______________________. (vv. 1-3) 
 

●​ Grace is working ______________________. (vv. 4-9) 
 

●​ God is working ______________ so he can do good works ______________. (v. 10) 
 

  



Discussion questions: 

1.​ When you recognize that grace—not effort—is what saves you, how does that reshape 
the way you view your relationship with God and others? 

2.​ In what ways have you experienced God “working in you” to transform your character or 
purpose? How might those changes prepare you to join God in His “good works”? 

3.​ Where do you sense sin or self-reliance still working against God’s grace in your life? 
What practices could help you stay grounded in the truth that you are God’s handiwork, 
created for good? 

Recommended Resources: 

●​ The Bible Project: Ephesians Overview 
●​ Grace is Greater, by Kyle Idleman 
●​ The Vision of Ephesians, by N.T. Wright 
●​ Life Lessons from Ephesians: Where You Belong, by Max Lucado 
●​ Ephesians, by N.T. Wright 

 
(NIV) New International Version​ ​ ​ ​ (MSG) The Message​ ​  

 

https://bibleproject.com/videos/ephesians/
https://www.amazon.com/Grace-Greater-Overcome-Redeem-Rewrite/dp/0801019419/ref=sr_1_8?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.1ePodOL8Wg_b_UotzsAIonTbNDIR622Urovv8kh97RqI7oRvZawXOwwVig6TKDVRVA3Ia4e1657ijSLd-HJQOBPe0g7cIPxeAFPgDvsW0J4L7qhufKYq5rTTi5GHVtztHzfC8KModiLYmHVTPFgGhToq8JAAeKcO2PUc4rYfS07M2WokhCpc9jXBYq4Qfk5PIDAcGDvng38Kr5pNXhhzyQieX-SyqHLOJPJ2U4r8fwU.JoeFDoNKib9mgdyJBSmdLFXcHkTw3rbz1uunPh-XyPo&dib_tag=se&hvadid=694466442398&hvdev=c&hvexpln=67&hvlocphy=9031266&hvnetw=g&hvocijid=7291201432094270434--&hvqmt=e&hvrand=7291201432094270434&hvtargid=kwd-317118615502&hydadcr=19703_13380252&keywords=books+on+god%27s+grace&mcid=d71a158d4f313cd790c53306d302a554&qid=1761187895&sr=8-8
https://www.amazon.com/Vision-Ephesians-Task-Church-Glory/dp/0310172500/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3V1LDL0QHZEVC&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.l7o085H4hfiSiZQppYvU_L7ToIP6Hmo8wQr6BZvlvJc.fZZVw8RAdHJuBHftIs3BZNv_CvJcARe-mHGPqbDYZu4&dib_tag=se&keywords=The+Vision+of+Ephesians%2C+by+N.T.+Wright&qid=1761188143&sprefix=the+vision+of+ephesians%2C+by+n.t.+wright%2Caps%2C288&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Life-Lessons-Ephesians-Max-Lucado/dp/0310086485/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2C143K2DORA9V&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.id98lQWl8b1FI832dbS03-hhiAQZKjODy59F79Lj0W4.XZ8DDtyofvP--dEnQufEFrn8t7L0eKCG83KPHGBz5Pg&dib_tag=se&keywords=Life+Lessons+from+Ephesians%3A+Where+You+Belong%2C+by+Max+Lucado&qid=1761188161&sprefix=life+lessons+from+ephesians+where+you+belong%2C+by+max+lucado%2Caps%2C161&sr=8-1
http://amazon.com/Ephesians-Wright-Everyone-Bible-Guides/dp/0830821902/ref=sr_1_2?crid=LP9FHYTD7T18&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.s5qqE7nX2IMBNffJGmxcOp66U5yly525tkBICCjR3ViV5OmgusvTFRb-O5V3ujAUy897hi8z3ucPIhsjlTN_O8Ec9cbPefQA2PIMsmKtLcozZxTuce-o-q_BK_qLCuceXEuok52e7dQYSS4jGM08baw_Mum38PSe4Stq2HDR0LvN4xXb3UIwgNSqwfQw_Az936Lfa5P5ph3GKLJPAVCnwA.QP_jVMH64SuFJM7etCmTXLi0NRkkos3PLWjqlURONnY&dib_tag=se&keywords=Ephesians%2C+by+N.T.+Wright&qid=1761188180&sprefix=ephesians%2C+by+n.t.+wright%2Caps%2C153&sr=8-2
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